MOVING FORWARD

INITIATIVES SUPPORTED BY TDT INCLUDE AGRICULTURAL
CO-OPERATIVES AND A TRAININGPROGRAMME FOR GIRLS
WHO HAD BEEN ABDUCTED BY THE LRA

RENEWED LIVES

Many children who had
been rescued or escaped
from the LRA still suffer
from the experience
through trauma, preg-
nancy, HIV /AIDS and
stigma. In November the
Church of Uganda asked
TDT to fund a training pro-
gramme for 15 young
women from Obalanga
who had been abducted. A
three month course in sew-
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ing was set up at the Diocesan Vocational Skills Centre with the
support of the Revd. Sam Ediau from the education office.
Twenty girls have completed the course and will return home
equipped with the ability to earn their living. The programme cost
£175 for each girl, and is something TDT would like to repeat.

WERA AGRICULTURAL CO-OPERATIVE

Last year, a TDT group visited
a group of villages where peo-
ple had returned to their land
and built new houses and
were growing a range of very
flourishing crops. Discussion
centred around what should
be done next.

The people wanted to add in-
come generating crops to
their existing food crops so
that they would have the cash
to pay for school fees, health
care and their other needs.
TDT agreed to support the
setting up of a co-operative
and a revolving loan scheme.

The loan fund enabled farm-
ers to buy tools, seed and a
grinding mill to shell ground-
nuts and mill cassava roots
into flour.

The co-operative has two
hundred and forty farmers.

It manages the loan fund,
guarantees the loans and
manages the grinding mill
and shelling plant.

The impact has been con-
siderable, cassava flour
and shelled ground nuts

sell at four times the price

of unprocessed product.
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TDT has transferred its reserve account to the King
training of these five PAG pastors through the Pent

dom Bank which has sponsored the
ecostal Theological College in Mbale

Most, but not all, members of the cooperative are women. The
insurgency had driven them from their homes, and they had
come to live in one or other of the settlements providing a level
of security that have sprung up around Soroti.

On his visit in 2007, Dave Watts met Margaret Amongin Direc-
tor of the Co-operative who agreed to submit project propos-
als. In November, the Trust made a £500 investment which
has helped twelve people develop a co-operative to the east of
Soroti. Its main activity is growing rice, for which there is a
growing market. Since then a further £1,000 has been put into
the programme indicating the confidence we have in their
work.

This year, Dave and Jim spent a day with the organisation
meeting five groups supported by the SWC.

The Women’s Cooperative has helped set up groups giving
advice on business plans, account keeping and sales. There
are now thirty-four cooperatives with four hundred and fifty
members. .

TDT funded rice paddy field and 12 cooperative memb  ers with

Margaret Amongin the SWC director

The scheme to give each pas-
tor or clergyman a goat was a
very cost effective way of giv-
ing these hard working men
and women additional in-
come to support their ministry
and families. An on going in-
come stream can be gener-
ated. For example Justin
Okello the Bishop’s chaplain
explained to Dave, “my goat
has become two sheep”. An-
other pastor’s goat had be-
come eight goats.

The Archdeacon of Amuria
the Rev. Stephen Eriau wrote
“We have no word to use in
order to express our joy to
your office. We got the goats
on 30/1/08 .There were 12
priests who benefited .We ex-
tend our gratitude to those
who donated the money. May
the living God bless you abun-
dantly.”




Page 3

NEWSLETTER

" # 3% %

%& %&' (N%& #)
In the Soroti area, PAG has undertaken a £6,000 programme
to build five hand dug wells and install latrines in rural commu-
nities to the north and south of the town. Work was delayed
by the floods but the programme is now complete, benefiting
over 1,500 people. The wells are at Oceru and Ayama,
Asuret, (south of Soroti) Owii in Bugondo, and Angopet and
Amoru in Gweri, north of Soroti.

During their recent
visit, Jim and David
visited a well under
construction. The
shaft had been dug
and the lining
blocks were being
made by the com-
munity. TDT paid
for the pump and
some development
work. Once com-
plete, the well will

Getting down to it -Well under construction be handed over to

at Gweri the village commu-
nity which will
maintain it and appoint a well keeper, and a committee to

manage it.

PAG has plans to dig six more wells that will benefit 2,257 in
462 households. So far £3.000 has been raised towards the
total cost of £7354. One of the wells has been funded by a
donor as a tribute to a lady who was a strong supporter of
TDT.

The hospital has had a difficult time over recent
years with management and staffing problems, but
under the current Medical Superintendent, Dr Alfred
Ogwang, it is being turned around

At any one time, it has up to one hundred and twenty
in-patients and serves up to thirty-five thousand out-
patients a year. The AIDS/HIV clinic serves two
hundred patients. In response to requests from Dr.
Ogwang, supporters of TDT have purchased mat-
tresses which have already been put to use, and an
autoclave has been bought from a UK charity. This
will be packed in the container being despatched by
Friends of Teso later in the year, together with a
range of surplus equipment donated by Queens Uni-
versity Hospital in Nottingham

* % +

A poor and rutted road peters
out near the fringe of Lake
Bisina. Malera is isolated and
still struggling to recover from
the depredations of the
Karamojong fifteen years ago.
It was in this area, at Kok-
wech, that the PAG decided
that a new borehole was
needed so that people would
not have to use the contami-
nated lake water. The project
was completed by PAG Kumi
in August 2007 and can pro-
duce 240 litres /hour.

One community member said
“We are grateful to our friends
of Teso Development Trust
for their support. We can now
have clean and safe water!
We are sure that our health
condition especially for our
children is going to improve
as waterborne diseases are
going to reduce”

A project for a similar scheme
has been identified in Omo
and Mukura communities in
the Kobwin area. Six hundred
and fifty people are served by
a shallow well of very limited
capacity. If the £6,000 needed
can be raised, their lives also
will be improved.

New Borehole at Kokwech being tested by Jim
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Despite the hope that the
need for camps for IDPs
would decrease, a recent sur-
vey by the United Nations in
Teso, showed that fifty-seven
camps remain in Amuria and
Katakwi. The Karamajong
threat is still real with local
people in Ngariam relaying
stories of constant infiltration
across their border, the steal-
ing of food and animals often
accompanied by violence.
With the help of matching
funding from the Ferguson
Trust, TDT made a grant of
£20,000 to assist 1,500
households in the camps in
Ngariam. The aid was for the
supply of food and provision
of sanitation Help with food
production and supply of
goats for the elderly and the
disabled people was also part
of the programme.

Aid delivery at Ngariam camp

A camp for 1,500 households at Ngariam, Katakwi

Many supporters of TDT raise money at coffee mornings or
sponsored events such as walks or marathons. Special events,
such as Harvest Festivals offer an opportunity to feature the
work of the Trust and take up an offering.

TDT committee members and Dave Watts are very happy to
visit groups to talk about the opportunities and challenges of
Teso and what we do. We have produced quality promotional
leaflets for wide distribution and can supply photos on specific
projects.

Hot off the press is a PowerPoint presentation that can be
supplied on a CD or emailed if you have Broadband. It con-
tains many good recent photos and a commentary in text form.
You could focus the attention of your Church or group of
friends on the activities of TDT by using a display of promo-
tional literature and photographs and the PowerPoint presenta-
tion. Money raised could be directed to a specific objective,
such as clean water or relief of Internally Displaced Persons. In
October Bishop Charles and his wife Margaret will be in the
UK, so many of us will have the chance to meet them and hear
the latest from Teso. Please contact David if you need any pro-
motional material or want a speaker.

Our partners face many challenges in their work and mission to the people of Teso.

We believe God has called us to this work and he answers prayer .We have seen many miracles
of provision, many mountains moved, but we need to persist in prayer for the needs and for
God's blessing on the Teso people.

Maggie Watts is compiling a prayer letter to be circulated by email to those who would like to pray
for the needs. Please email her on Maggie@DRWatts.co.uk if you want to be involved also to
mention any prayer needs from your own contacts.




